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DETAILED ACTION 
Status of Claims 

1 . Due to communications filed 9/1 3/05, tine following is a non-final first office 
action. Claims 1-5 are pending in this application and have been examined on the 
merits. Claims 1-5 are rejected as follows. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification sliall conclude witli one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

The terms "delivered in this way to supply it to the user" and "or the like" in claims 
1 , 3 and 4 respectively are relative terms that render the claims indefinite. The terms 
"delivered in this way to supply it to the user" and "or the like" are not defined by the 
claim, the specification does not provide a standard for ascertaining the requisite 
degree, and one of ordinary skill in the art would not be reasonably apprised of the 
scope of the invention. Because the terms "delivered in this way to supply it to the user" 
and "or the like" are used, the entire claim and the scope of the invention unclear. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or deschbed as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1- are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Meunier(US 20020186144 A1), and further in view of Keech (US 20020029342 A1) 

As per claim 1 , Meunier discloses: 
a) providing at least one parking terminal equipped with payment means, ([0253], 
accepts smart cards at rental location); 

c) in the event of a release request from a user, entering the identifier of said 
immobilizing device at said parking terminal, ([0175], special code or credit card # 
entered and door is unlocked if verified, [0269], user enters a secret code/personal 
identification); 

d) at the parking terminal, setting up a session for payment of the amount 
corresponding to releasing the vehicle immobilizing device by means of the payment 
means, and communicating the identifier entered in this way to the server after 
validation of the payment session, ([0497], users credit card automatically debited for 
ticket, [0272], shows credit card reserve is necessary prior to vehicle being released); 

e) at the server, receiving the identifier entered in this way and in response delivering 
the associated release code to the terminal, ([0175], [0253], user enters credit card #, 
and system verifies special code); 
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f) at the terminal, receiving the release code delivered in this way to supply 
it to the user , ([0175], unlocks door). 

Meunier does not specifically disclose the following, however, does disclose using 
database queries to generate new user ID/account # for releasing a car from a rental 
location in [0182]: 

b) providing a server comprising a database connected to the parking terminal and 
containing a list of pairs of data items each formed of an identifier assigned to an 
immobilizing device and an associated release code. 

However, Keech discloses that an ID # or code is entered and is correlated with a 
central computer with an appropriate hash code and if there is a match, the electronic 
lock is unlocked. It is therefore obvious to combine the teachings of Meunier and Keech 
to provide a server comprising a database connected to the parking terminal and 
containing a list of pairs of data items each formed of an identifier assigned to an 
immobilizing device and an associated release code. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
applicant's invention to provide a server comprising a database connected to the 
parking terminal and containing a list of pairs of data items each formed of an identifier 
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assigned to an immobilizing device and an associated release code with the motivation 
of releasing a locked vehicle upon appropriate verification. 

As per claim 2, Meunier discloses: 

- a parking terminal having payment means, ([0253], accepts smart cards at rental 

location); and 

- in that in the event of a release request from a user, the parking terminal is adapted to 
set up a session for payment of the amount corresponding to releasing the vehicle 
immobilizing device by means of said payment means and to communicate to the 
server the identifier of the immobilizing device to be released after validation of the 
payment session, while the server is adapted to receive the identifier entered in this way 
and to deliver in response thereto the associated release code to the terminal, in order 
to release the immobilizing device concerned, ([0175], special code or credit card # 
entered and door is unlocked if verified, [0269], user enters a secret code/personal 
identification, [0497], users credit card automatically debited for ticket, [0272], shows 
credit card reserve is necessary prior to vehicle being released, [0253], user enters 
credit card #, and system verifies special code, [0175], unlocks door). 

Meunier does not specifically disclose the following, however, does disclose using 
database queries to generate new user ID/account # for releasing a car from a rental 
location in [0182]: 
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a server having a database connected to the parking terminal and containing a list of 
pairs of data items each formed of an identifier assigned to an immobilizing device and 
an associated release code 

However, Keech discloses that an ID # or code is entered and is correlated with a 
central computer with an appropriate hash code and if there is a match, the electronic 
lock is unlocked. It is therefore obvious to combine the teachings of Meunier and Keech 
to provide a server having a database connected to the parking terminal and containing 
a list of pairs of data items each formed of an identifier assigned to an immobilizing 
device and an associated release code. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
applicant's invention to provide a server having a database connected to the parking 
terminal and containing a list of pairs of data items each formed of an identifier assigned 
to an immobilizing device and an associated release code with the motivation of having 
means to process the release of a locked vehicle upon appropriate verification. 

As per claim 3, Meunier discloses: 
further comprising_payment means adapted to process payment means from the group 
comprising coins, a bank card, an electronic wallet or the like, a mobile telephone, 
([0182], credit card). 
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As per claim 4, Meunier does not specifically disclose the following, however 
Meunier does disclose the entry of an identifier in order to process the release of a 
vehicle in [0269]: 

further comprising a means for entering an identifier from the group comprising a 
keypad and/or a screen, a bar code reader, a ticket reader of the contact or contactless 
type, a transceiver adapted to set up a call to a mobile telephone or the like. 

However, Keech discloses that keypads are incorporated into the system for allowing 
communication with the central computer in [0031]. It is therefore obvious to combine 
the teachings of Meunier and Keech to disclose entering an identifier from the group 
comprising a keypad and/or a screen, a bar code reader, a ticket reader of the contact 
or contactless type, a transceiver adapted to set up a call to a mobile telephone or the 
like. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
applicant's invention to enter an identifier from the group comprising a keypad and/or a 
screen, a bar code reader, a ticket reader of the contact or contactless type, a 
transceiver adapted to set up a call to a mobile telephone or the like with the motivation 
of providing means to the user for communicating with the system. 



As per claim 5, Meunier discloses: 
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further comprising a means adapted to deliver the release code on a printed receipt or 
stored on a ticket of the contact or contactless type that the immobilizing device 
concerned is able to read, (suggested by the special code being communicated through 
display/keyboard in [0175] since the information is stored with a display and stored 

information can always be printed). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the applicant's 
invention to provide means adapted to deliver the release code on a printed receipt or 
stored on a ticket of the contact or contactless type that the immobilizing device 
concerned is able to read with the motivation of providing codes visually. 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Akiba K Robinson-Boyce whose telephone number is 
571-272-6734. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9am-5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Hayes can be reached on 571-272-6708. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
•Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system, Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
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Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305- 
3900. 

A. R. B. 
July 18, 2008 



/Akiba K Robinson-Boyce/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3628 



